






the engine and pylon.
There is a fair amount of wiring in-

volved with the self-launching Silent and I
spent several days on this task. The wiring
is relatively simple and the schematics in
the manual are clear. All of the wire, con-
nectors and terminals are supplied in the
kit. Thankfully the FADEC controlled fuel
injection and ignition system comes with a
very nice factory wiring harness.

The engine pylon work is comprised of
mostly mechanical assembly tasks. The py-
lon frame arrives completely welded and

painted. The exhaust pipe comes
as several pre-bent sections that
need to be welded together. This
was necessary to meet the FAA's
51`,, rule. I enlisted the help of a
friend that TIC welded it to-
gether. The process takes time be-
cause the pipe snakes around the
pylon and it was difficult to get
all the angles right. Mine turned
out to be perfect thanks to my
skilled friend. The factory also
has pre-welded replacement
pipes available.

By far, the nastiest most frus-
trating part of the project was

painting. ('Preparation is relatively easy, as
only the fuselage seams, wing leading
edges and any filled areas need priming.
The gel coat is used as the primer every-
where else and just needs scuff sanding.

The manual suggests painting parts as
you go. I did this and ended up with parts
that were slightly different shades and it
tended to spread the misery over a very
long period. I highly recommend that the
entire glider be built, and then painted,
preferably by someone else!

The trailer makes a fine place to work
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on the flaperon hinges and gap seals. I also
stored parts here during the building proc
ess.

I enjoyed building the Silent In very
much. This is my third kit plane and it was
the easiest by far. It took me about 420 hours
to complete. Part of this time was spent
building tooling, providing suggestions to
refine the manual, and fixing endless paint
ing mess-ups.

Only about a third of the manual had
been translated to English when I started.
It is now complete except for recent options
such as the tip-up canopy and steerable tail
wheel.

The second builder (in the USA) has his

Silent In almost completed and
ready for paint at 230 hours.
The factory's estimate of 500
hours to build one seems con-
servative.

The first engine run and
taxi tests went well. It
wouldn't start at first try and
it turned out that I had forgot-
ten to prime the fuel pump af-
ter installing the fuel lines.
Since then it starts instantly
every time, on the ground or

in the air.
The computer con-

trolled fuel injection
and ignition system
takes out most of the
pain in operating a two-
stroke engine. You still
have to mix oil and fuel,
but there is no messing
with carburettor jets or
needles. It is truly a one
lever, system (throttle).

I have flown the
glider with an Outside
Air Temperature (OAT)
from 40 degrees F to 108
degrees F and powered
up 6,500 feet. The
CHT%EGT is very

nearly the same in all cases. It also com-
pensates as you climb, and doesn't get rich
at higher altitudes.

Flying the Silent In has been a real joy.
The engine and other systems have been
reliable and work as advertised. I have
about 10 hours on the engine (due to some
ferry flights) and about 21 on the airframe.
I have just now installed an oxygen system
and am headed to Minden, Nevada to do
some serious soaring!

I can be reached at :bezinqueO'
earthlink.net for details of my building
process.

Dav i d  J .  B e z i n qu e
(Special thanks to Andy Kccskes)
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